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their country's future. If anything, they suffered from an
overdose of geopolitics. Like the rest of their contempor-
aries, they feel that the world, especially the Eastern world, is
India's oyster. It was illuminating to hear representatives
of a people, who in the past seldom paid much attention to
what was happening outside their own country, talking
casually of the need to build up an army strong enough to
assist their Asian neighbours.
It should not really have come as a surprise ; for the
extrovert outlook of the new India is one of its outstanding
characteristics and one of the sharpest contrasts with the
past. In bygone days, if Indians did look overseas at all,
it was most likely to be in the direction of South Africa
where hundreds of thousands of their countrymen had
made their homes. Their general attitude to most other
countries was that each nation should, run its own affairs
without external interference. Forgotten, to-day, are the
fierce reproaches against all those who seek to influence the
paths of others. Now it has become the clear duty of the
more fortunate countries, foremost among them India, to
guide the steps of less able or smaller neighbours !
Operations in Kashmir had plainly come into that category, "
- as far as the Sikh was concerned.   His dark eyes flashed with
sudden and revealing fire as he talked of battles fought among
the razor ridges soaring a sheer four thousand feet or more
and swooping down again three thousand feet upon the
farther side to the course of clear, cold streams cavorting
down their narrow rock channels, vanishing from sight
among grey boulders, and leaping outwards once more,
roaring through a mist of spray, into a foam-churned pool.
The soldier glowed with pride and the joy of strife.   To
me, it was tragic and fantastic that men should be stalking
each other with death in their hands in a country I remem-
bered as beauty made tangible.    As he spoke of war, I
conjured up visions of peace.
There are few more pleasing experiences than to awaken